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The Elmer’s Country Estate 
614 NE 312th Avenue, Camas 
Owners: Arlon & Cindy Elmer 
Designer: Cindy Elmer Florist: Flowers Express 


Driving up the tree-lined lane to the Elmer’s lovely Country Craftsman home, that holiday song, “Over the river and through the 
woods, to Grandmother’s house we go...” immediately comes to mind. Their home is a quintessential craftsman-style country 
residence. Built in 2006, it is the second craftsman home the Elmers have owned. As their family business, 76 Village Vendor, in 
Vancouver became more successful, they built their dream house on a lovely pastoral spread of land with plenty of acreage for 
their 10 horses. They designed the house themselves working closely with architect Brian Emerick. They wanted a home that 
would be spacious, light and airy, yet still warm and cozy, with a connection to the past. The resulting home is all they had hoped 
for, blending traditional craftsmanship with newer materials and a more open floor plan to meet their contemporary lifestyle. The 
metal tiled roof, heated floors and concrete walls hidden under cedar shake siding add strength and durability while retaining the 
traditional style. 

A welcoming entryway leads immediately into an amazing country kitchen, with a long farmhouse table for big family gatherings. 
A farmhouse sink is surrounded by newer cabinets, made of knotty alder, then sanded and distressed, which were modeled on old 
-fashioned sideboards. They blend seamlessly the antiques and reproductions that Cindy Elmer and her husband have collected 
over the years. Small wonder that their house has been featured in Country Sampler magazine twice! The extra long kitchen island 
makes it easy for multiple cooks to help with cooking and makes visitors feel instantly at home. A butler’s pantry with envia ble 
storage completes a delightful kitchen. 


Cindy’s creativity is evident throughout the house, especially in her bedroom, where she has | 
taken several old quilts and recycled them as lovely white slipcovers for her chairs. Other 
handmade items dot the house, like a charming little button pillow on a bench in the 
hallway. There are quilts in other rooms that she has made. 


Recycling is a strong theme throughout this home. The linen closet features an old door 
found at a beach. The carved pillars in the living room mantle came from “an old pig-barn” 
according to Cindy. Wrought iron gate rails have found a home as balusters in the stairway. 


A visit to the Elmer’s will inspire you with a multitude of decorating ideas, for the holidays, 
and throughout the year. 


